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A Publication of the City of Orinda

Wildfire Prevention and Emergency Preparedness Edition
It is wildfire season, and the City of Orinda is making an on-going effort to enhance prevention
and preparedness for wildfire. Some of our most recent efforts have included:
 Adopted updates to the Fire Code in consultation with the Fire District
 Adopted Disallowed Plant List
 Completed enhanced City property fuel reduction
 Initiated dedicated year round Orinda Chipper Service to assist property owners with
fuel reduction
 Modified tree protection ordinance to allow for easier wildfire prevention tree removal
 Initiated pilot Red-Flag Day parking restriction program on El Toyonal
 Solicited proposals for introduction of grazing at Orinda Oaks to further reduce fire fuels
and completed neighborhood outreach
 Awarded a contract for an update of the Safety Element of the City’s General Plan with
that work underway
 Issued trim notices on a complaint basis to abutting property owners to address
vegetation requirements for vertical clearance over public roadways
 Increased communication regarding wildfire prevention and resources available. Retained
a firm to provide assistance in further enhancing communications and outreach with an
emphasis on implementing the program outlined by the Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
 Retained a firm to assist the City in identifying and securing grants related to wildfire
prevention and other Measure R priority areas with a first grant of $40,000 secured to
develop a Local Roads Safety Plan
 Completed two mock evacuation drills, one with the Town of Moraga
 Coordinated with PG&E on tree trimming and enhanced fuel reduction in the City
 Hired a Senior Management Analyst to assist in implementing Measure R related
activities.

You can do your part by reducing fire fuels on your property and
taking steps to do the recommended home hardening.
Visit the City’s website at www.cityoforinda.org to sign up and
receive email meeting notifications and the Orinda Outlook!
On the City website, click the button on the left that says “Notify Me” to select which meetings
notification you are interested in receiving. Click the button just below that one to sign-up and
receive the weekly “Orinda Outlook” electronic newsletter for the most up-to-date City news.
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Tree and Shrub Trimming to Reduce Wildfire Risk
The following “Before and After” pictures give examples of trimming and cleanup work performed along
Camino Pablo, near the intersections of North Lane and Ardilla Road, on City property.
BEFORE: Notice the large number of
"fire ladders" - places where a small fire
along the ground can readily climb up
into the trees. Tree branches reach all
the way to the ground in many
places. Also in many places, bushes are
growing right under the trees, and well
into the branch structures of the trees.

AFTER: Tree branches have been
"limbed up." The lower branches of the
trees have been removed, leaving a
space of at least 6 feet between leafy tree
branches and the ground or any "ground
fuels," including any plants growing
along the ground that could potentially
ignite. In addition, a lot of the flammable
leaf litter that had built up on the ground
has been removed, further reducing
fuels that might catch fire.
While having a dramatic impact on fire fuels, the visual change is not significant. Similar fuel reduction
is required on private properties as well. You can schedule Measure R funded chipping services
through the Moraga Orinda Fire District to help you with this work. Help make Orinda more fire safe.

Measure R Funded Chipper Appointments Available
The Measure R funded Chipper Service remains in
full operation and will be available all year
around. Chipper requests can be submitted online
by going to MOFD website at: www.MOFD.org/
Fuels Mitigation & Fire Prevention/Wood Chipper
Program.
Orinda residents can do their part to help make
Orinda fire safe by scheduling an appointment for
Chipper service and reduce fire fuels.
Visit us on the Web www.cityoforinda.org
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Responding to PG&E’s
Public Safety Power Shutoffs
PG&E’s Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) is a precautionary
measure to help reduce the risk of wildfire.
Factors that influence a PSPS shutdown are Red Flag Warnings, low humidity levels, dry fuel conditions, winds above 25
MPH, and wind gust in excess of 45 MPH. In response, the
City annually begins the planning process to operate a Community Resource Center (CRC) to assist residents when the
power goes off. As in years past, the opening of the Orinda
CRC will be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily while the PSPS event is
in progress. For the 2021 season the City will use the Library
parking garage. Again, the Library parking garage area offers
advantages, including a large space that allows for physical
distancing, a large volume of air space and windows/
openings to allow more outside air to enter the space. With
the large space, tables and chairs will be available to allow
individuals or households to be at least 6 feet away from one
another. Attendees will be required to wear a face covering
and follow all mandates for public places.
The loss of power may last for hours or days. The disruption
may cause communications, water and transportation issues.
Retail businesses, grocery stores, gas station, ATMs, banks
and other services will most likely have to close.
The Police Department remains open and fully operational.
Friendly reminder, when traffic lights are out, treat intersection as a four-way stop. City Hall operations will be modified
or reduced. Regularly scheduled City Council, Commission
and/or Committee meetings could be canceled due to inability to host virtual meetings without power. PSPS Communication will be through Nixle, the City Website, and Nextdoor.

HOME HARDENING
Prepare for wildfire and harden
your home now. There are three
ways your home can be exposed to
wildfire: direct flames from a wildfire or burning neighboring home;
radiant heat from nearby burning
plants or structures; and flying embers. Flying embers from a wildfire
can destroy homes up to a mile
away and are responsible for the
destruction of most homes during a
wildfire.
Taking the necessary measures to
harden (prepare) your home can
help increase its likelihood of survival when wildfire strikes. Visit:
www.readyforwildfire.org for more
information.

Fire District Secures Fuel Reduction Grant
Congratulations to the Moraga Orinda Fire District (MOFD) on their success in
securing a Fire Prevention Grant from Cal Fire for the Tunnel East Bay Hills Fuel Break
in the amount of nearly $6.4 million. The Tunnel East Bay Hills Fuel Break will
significantly reduce the threat of an uncontrolled wildfire in Orinda and other parts of
the District's service area.
This will result in restoration of the fuel loading to more natural levels that can be
maintained by the periodic controlled burns. This work is effectively a meaningful
extension of the previous grant funded North Orinda Fire Break undertaken by MOFD.
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Orinda Red Flag Days
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At the request of residents in the El Toyonal
neighborhood, City Council directed staff in
2020 to establish No Parking or Stopping
Program on Red Flag Warning Days for the
El Toyonal and Loma Vista Neighborhoods.
The City of Orinda prohibits stopping and
parking during Red Flag Warning Days
within 5 feet from the edge of the City paved
roadway for El Toyonal beginning from the
eastern edge of Camino Pablo and ending at
the intersection of Vista Del Orinda and including the entire length of Loma Vista
Drive.
The National Weather Service Red Flag Days:
1) Relative Humidity 15 percent or less with either sustained
winds of 25 mph or greater or frequent gusts of 35 mph or
greater for a duration of 6 hours or more;
2) Relative Humidity 10 percent or less for a duration of 10
hours or more; or,
3)Widespread and/or significant dry lightning. The Fire Chief
may also declare a Red Flag Day in response to an extreme
hazard.
The City’s website has more information regarding the stopping
and parking restriction under Departments, Public Works and
Engineering Department, Red Flag Parking Restrictions.
Please Note:
The 2021 Fire Season has begun and Red Flag Days may occur
intermittently through the fire season.
The pilot program will be reviewed soon and may be expanded
to other areas in the future.

Very High Severity Zone and Wildland Urban Interface Areas
Is Your Property in a Very High Fire Severity Zone or the Wildlands Urban Interface Area?
Our Planning staff has developed a handout to assist residents in being able to check to see if their property is in a Very High Fire Severity Zone or the Wildlands Urban Interface (WUI) areas as this triggers
some additional building code requirements for any new construction. This tool is now available on the
City’s website, search: Is my property in VHFSZ.
Visit us on the Web www.cityoforinda.org

